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Welcome          

Welcome to the PAWS Rescue Foster Program! Nearly every animal in a shelter or 
rescue can benefit from foster care. PAWS manages a foster care program for 
volunteers to care for all kinds of animal care types. 
 
Here are the most common reasons animals need a foster home: 

- Orphaned puppies or kittens that are too young to be adopted, some may 
need to be bottle-fed, 

- Mother with nursing puppies or kittens, 
- Animals recovering from injury or illness (may need medication or special 

care) 
- Healthy animals just searching for their forever home 

 
We take great care to match the animal to you and your situation. Some animals 
may need fostering for only a few days while others may need to be in your care 
much longer. With additional foster parents, PAWS will be able to pull more dogs 
out of dangerous situations, saving twice as many animals.  We thank you for your 
interest in fostering a PAWS animal, and hope you will join us in our efforts. 
 
PAWS Foster Care Program 
 
PAWS volunteers all share the values of professionalism, responsibility, 
compassion, commitment, integrity, and accountability with our community and 
shelter partners. These values are exhibited through: 
 
 -Promoting responsible pet ownership daily including licensing, vaccinations, 
and spaying and neutering 
 - Promoting compassion towards animals 
 - Sharing the PAWS Mission 
 - Promoting Adoption 
 
 



Volunteer Qualifications and Expectations 
- Foster parents provide a safe, loving and stable environment for the foster 

animal 
- Foster care volunteers feed, groom, socialize, train, medicate, and 

promote adoption of the animal during its stay 
- Experience with animal behavior or medical issues is a plus, but is not 

necessary 
- Foster parents possess common sense and patience, as well as be willing 

to nurse any injury or illness-with the understanding that some issues may 
result in the death of the animal 

- When the animal is healthy and ready for adoption, the foster parent will 
promote adoption 

- Foster parents input will be considered in the placement of an animal for 
adoption, however PAWS retains the final decision regarding approval or 
decline for all prospective adopters 

 
Important Considerations 
 
Foster Requirements 

- Submit a PAWS Foster Application 
- Submit a PAWS Foster Contract and other required forms 
- Be 21 years or older 
- Show proper identification 
- Be able to provide a safe, loving, and stable environment to the foster 

animal 
- Be willing to nurse any illness, injury, or behavioral problem, with the 

understanding that some issues may result in death 
- Be able to transport the animal to and from headquarters and vet 

appointments as needed 
- If applicable, provide proof of home ownership or consent from landlord 

 
An applicant may be refused or denied if, among other things, he/she: 

- Lives too far away for our and that animal’s particular needs 
- Unable to produce the proper proof of residency required 
- Demonstrates or acts in an aggressive or cruel manner towards an animal  
- Has turned in an owned animal to a shelter 



- Has ever been convicted, suspected, or under investigation for any kind of 
animal cruelty or neglect 

- Does not pass our expectation from a background check 
- Has a home environment that is not conducive to fostering a PAWS animal 
- Refuses to adhere to any of our policies 
- Acts in an abusive manner towards any PAWS Volunteers 
- Previously fostered from PAWS and did not adhere to all policies 
- Previously fostered from PAWS and returned an animal 
- Previously fostered from PAWS and refused to return an animal or 

supplies 
 

When you become an Approved Foster, we ask that you abide by the following 
guidelines: 

- Adhere to all PAWS policies and signed PAWS Foster Contract 
- Respond within 24 hours to communication from PAWS or potential 

adopters 
- Immediately report to PAWS any behavioral or medical issues that you 

observe in the foster animal 
- PAWS retains guardianship and control of all animals in foster care. PAWS 

will make all final decisions regarding their placement. Foster animals are 
not to be given away or kept – any adoption of an animal in foster care 
MUST go through the PAWS adoption process with all applicable and 
accompanying PAWS forms and fees 

- A home visit may be conducted prior to and during fostering 
- Foster pets are to be kept in the home of the address on record. Any 

situation necessitating the removal or transfer of the pet must be 
communicated to PAWS, and express written permission must be 
provided prior to removal or transfer of the pet 

- Keep your current animals up to date on all vaccines. You must not only 
follow your veterinarian’s vaccine schedule, but provide any vaccines 
required by PAWS for fostering as well, at your own expense. 

- Any other animals coming into contact with the foster animal must be 
spayed/neutered and up to date on basic vaccines, to include Rabies, 
Distempter/Parvo, and Bordatella 



- Please do not rename your foster animal. You may call them what you 
wish, but all postings on social media or advertising should be done with 
the Rescue appointed name.  

- Please do not speculate on breeds or breed mixes other than what has 
been “guessed” or appointed by the Rescue. It is ok to tell someone you 
do not know what they are.  

- All postings on social media should include a link to the website for 
adoption inquires. Meetings cannot be set-up between potential adopters 
and fosters until cleared by the rescue.  

 
Death of a Foster Animal 
 -Fosters should notify PAWS immediately if an animal dies while in the 
foster’s care. PAWS works with a local crematory that all of our beloved pets go to. 
Remove the deceased animal from all other animals and carefully wrap them in a 
blanket or towel (you will not get this item back). This is rare, but could be an 
occurrence with a difficult litter such as newborn puppies. 
 
Return of a Foster Animal 
 -If you elect to stop fostering or can no longer care for the animal that is 
currently in your care, you must wait for PAWS to find another placement for that 
animal. The animal and all supplies given must be transferred together 
 
Communication 
 -PAWS operates a Facebook page specifically designed for PAWS Volunteers 
and Fosters. We encourage you to join this page to share questions, get advice 
from others, and post your success stories. Other questions can be sent to 
katie@puppiesareworthsaving.com  or teresa@puppiesareworthsaving.com or 
other volunteers as directed. 
 -All communication through email must be done through a PAWS gmail 
address. One will be provided for you at no cost.  
 -Volunteers are not to conduct business or elicit donations on behalf of the 
Rescue without prior written permission from PAWS President.   
 
Privacy 
 -Any information pertaining to PAWS records and cases which you may 
become privileged to (including names, addresses, phone numbers, etc) as a result 



of your affiliation with PAWS is confidential and may not be discussed with others, 
except as required to do so by law 
 - Your residential address and phone number will not be disclosed or 
provided to anyone unless specifically authorized by you or as may be required by 
law or under our contract 
 
THANK YOU! 
 
We would like to thank you for choosing to participate in our program. Fosters are 
a valuable asset to our organization and to the many animals that need loving 
homes.  
This manual has been prepared for you as a reference guide. It contains 
information regarding our Foster Policies and Procedures as well as general 
information about PAWS. We are very grateful to have you as a part of our team. 
We hope that your affiliation with PAWS will be extremely rewarding. You can 
have a huge impact on the lives of homeless animals in our community and those 
surrounding. The support of fosters is critical to the success of PAWS and the 
fulfillment of our mission. We look forward to collaborating with you and finding 
every animal a forever home! 
 
You will only be given one of these manuals unless PAWS supplies an updated 
version. We expect fosters and volunteers to abide by the policies, procedures, 
and expectation, set forth in this manual at all times. 

 


